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September 1981
Volume 28/ Number 1
Three Join Dordt's Faculty and Staff
Don Elwell Pete Hamstra Debbie Butler
Three new people have joined Dordt's
faculty and staff for the 1981·82 school year
in the areas of admissions, public relations,
and engineering and computer science.
Don Elwell will teach both engineering
and computer science, replacing Gerald
Hoekema who is currently teaching com-
puter science at Calvin College. Elwell is a
1977 graduate of Dordt where he majored in
physics, astronomy and mathematics.
While at Dordt, he was involved in planning
the recording studio that is in the Chapel-
Music building.
Recently, Elwell completed his
Master's Degree in electrical engineering at
New Mexico State University in Las Cruces,
New Mexico. This past year, Elwell and his
wife, Anita, spent a year in Fort Collins,
Colorado where both of them worked at the
Hewlett-Packard Company. Elwell helped
design part of a computer there. Elwell's
wife, Anita, will be a full-time student at
Dordt this fall studying mechanical
enigneering after transfering here from New
Mexico State University.
"I'm excited just about being involved
with Dordt in general," said Elwell. "I taught
some in graduate school and found I really
enjoyed it."
The new Admissions Counselor is Pete
Hamstra, a 1981 graduate of Dordt who
majored in biology and Spanish. He is
replacing Roxanne Noble who is now
working the switchboard at Dordt.
From Phoenix, Arizona, Hamstra attend-
ed Phoenix Christian High School before
attending Dordt College. This past summer,
Hamstra studied for three weeks at the
University of Durango in Mexico with other
Dordt students.
Hamstra said that he took the job at
Dordt because he likes meeting people and
traveling. He said that he would like to
present Dordt, as he sees it, to students that
haven't heard much about Dordt, before
they make their decision about a college.
"I look at my work as Kingdom work,"
said Hamstra. "I'm high on education, and I
think Dordt would be a good place for a lot
of kids, so I'd like to see people get here
who Dordt could do a lot for. If they get a lot
out of Dordt like I did, I think that would be
really great."
Debbie Butler joins the Dordt College
staff as Publications Editor in the Office of
Development. Butler graduated in 1981 with
an A.B. degree in Communications. She
wrote for four years for the college's
newspaper, the Diamond. She is replacing
Valerie Zandstra, who had been
Publications Editor for the past two years.
Prior to attending Dordt College, Butler
attended City High School in Iowa City,
Iowa. She worked on the staff of the high
school's newspaper for one year. Butler's
family recently moved to Baton Rouge,
Louisiana where her father accepted a
position as assistant director of the School
of Journalism at Louisiana State University.
Butler said she chose the job at Dordt
because she enjoys writing and is very
familiar with the college after attending it
for four years.
Four new part-time teaching assistants
have also been added, and two regular
faculty members are returning after a year's
leave of absence. Sandy Vander Mey will
assist in the Art department, Corinne
Huisman will assist in the Spanish depart-
ment, Bennard Wiese wilt assist in the
Sociology department, and Mimi Mitchell
will be giving voice instruction in the Music
department.
Kornelius Boot, Associate Professor of
Linguistics, and Dr. John Zinkand,
Professor of Classical Languages, both
returned to Dordt this year. Boot spent last
school year in Stony Brook, New York at the
State University of New York. Zinkand did
biblical research and writing at the Tyndale
House in Cambridge, England. According to
Zinkand, the Tvndale House is a research
and residence center for evangelical
scholars.
Several faculty members have left Dordt
either permanently or on a year's leave of
absence. Hoekema, Associate Professor of
Mathematics and Computer Science, will be
teaching at Calvin College for a year in the
area of mathematics and computer science.
James Koldenhoven, Associate Professor
of English, will be doing Ph.D. research
work at the University of Minnesota in Min-
neapolis for his Ph.D. in theatre. Richard
Buckham, Assistant Professor of
Psychology, will be pursuing studies in
marital and family therapy at Pacific
Lutheran University in Tacoma,
Washington. And James Skillen, Associate
Professor of Political Science will be
working full-time for the Association for
Public Justice.
Enrollment Declines
The preliminary enrollment count for
the 1981-1982 school year shows a total of
1,090 students. The total number of students
that were registered for the 1980-81
school year was 1,180. Freshmen
enrollment estimates are down about 10
students from last year's preliminary
enrollment of 370 students.
Registration for the 1981-82 school
year was held August 26. Freshmen
registration was held August 25, and
classes started August 27. New school year
activities included an atl-Dordt bar-b-que,
and a Ken Medema concert held Friday,
August 28 in the Chapel.
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From the President's Pen ..
Perhaps it is a bit too personal for me
to discuss my retirement in the Voice.
However, when one has been so long
associated in a leadership role (25 years as
President) with an institution, he should be
allowed a few liberties in speaking his
thoughts.
Some have mistakenly been led to
believe that I am already retired. Not so. If
plans develop as expected, my retirement
will begin in the fall of 1982.
I on my own decided to inform
the Board of Trustees that I wanted to retire
at age 65. The Board of Trustees has under-
standingly and lovingly accepted my
decision and has subsequently dealt very
wisely and graciously with me in con-
sidering my possible role at Dordt College
when I no longer function as President. The
search for the next president is well-defined
and will be, I am certain, judiciously
executed by the Board of Trustees, which
body will make the final choice.
In this and the next issues of the Voice
during the coming year, the Lord willing, I
will share some of my thoughts concerning
Dordt's past, present, and future. It is rather
coincidental and of some significance that
a history on Dordt College, authored by Dr.
M. Vanden Bosch, will very likely appear at
the time of my retirement. This book
promises to be of considerable value to the
institution and of interest to many in
Reformed circles.
It is obvious enough that the Lord has
richly prospered Dordt College these past
years. Our God has used many people with
a wide variety of gifts and talents in
blessing the college. One of the facts of life
is that often certain individuals, due to their
position and leadership role, receive a lot of
credit for what others did. My own ex-
perience has been that of standing in
amazement at the marvels of the Lord. For
anyone to take credit when he knows how
much the Lord did and how little man did
would be shameful. This is not to discredit
what God did through certain individuals.
But there were many individuals whose
support in one way or another accounts for
the success Dordt has enjoyed. Perhaps
one of the greatest joys which my wife and I
..
by Rev. B,J. Haan
Thoughts on
my Retirement
have experienced throughout the years is
the love, dedication, fellowship and prayers
of so many dear Christian friends in all parts
of Canada and the U.S.A. We are so grateful
for those who have caught the real spiritual,
covenantal-kingdom vision of Dordt College
and truly appreciate Dordt.
But it has also been most gratifying to
be an integral part of the entire Christian
education community. The Christian school
movement has been good to Dordt and, we
firmly believe, Dordt has given meaningful
support to the cause of the Christian
schools. It has always been my conviction
that so long as we have strong Christian
school support, our churches will not easily
succumb to false teaching. Then too God's
people will better understand their office
and calling in all of life. Dordt has always
with fervency promoted Christian education
on all levels. We pray that this may always
be true.
But it is also very rewarding to see how
the Dordt community has regarded with
reverence and respect the authority of
God's Word, the Scriptures. In zealously
promoting the biblical covenantal-kingdom
philosophy, Dordt has always held as
crucial to success a high view of Scriptures
as the only directive for all life and learning.
But also a high regard for the instituted
church, the Christian school and the
Christian family. These are considered
foundational to and indispensable for a
healthy kingdom program.
Later we plan, among other matters, to
write about Dordt's past concern for the
educational needs of our constituents in
terms of kingdom demands and our
abilities, financially and personnel-wise, to
meet these needs and demands.
All of the above is not intended to
suggest that Dordt has been free from
mistakes, bad judgments, painful and
sometimes shameful incidents. Dordt
knows what it is to live by God's grace, to
prosper in its hopes and aspirations in spite
of many weaknesses and shortcomings. We
too must cry daily, "Establish thou the work
of our hands, yea, the work of our hands,
establish thou it." Psalm 90:17.
FACULTY PARTICIPATES
IN COMPUTER WORKSHOP
Approximately 30 faculty members
attended a two-week Computer Programming
Workshop taught by Dr. Willis Alberda,
Professor of Mathematics, on the Dordt
-College campus this past May.
The faculty members, who were from all
departments of the college, learned how to
program in BASIC, a computer language.
They also learned how the computer could
be used in education.
"They wrote programs and had assign-
ments from a text we used for the course,
and we'd go through that a couple of sec-
tions per day," said Alberda.
several other speakers were used during
the workshop, according to Alberda. Dr.
John Van Dyk, Professor of Philosophy, and
Dr. Larry Reynolds, Professor of Education,
are both consultants to the Biblical Instruc-
tion and Technology Foundation. They dis-
cussed to what extent the computer can be
used in education, even to the replacing of
the teacher. As consultants, they are devel-
oping software (programs or instructions
used in computers) for education.
The Computer Programming Workshop
was a success, according to Alberda, who
had many people suggest he should run it
again next spring. He would like to teach
some BASIC, but then have a lot more soft-
ware applied, so that educators would know
what is available to them.
Dordt already has one Apple or micro-
computer, which is used in the physics de'!
partment of the college, but Alberda said.
that Apples could also be used in remedial
work. "They can be used as teachers," said
Alberda. "Students could also test on them,
so that whoever runs it could also find out
how the student is doing .... Of course,
that's a long way off, but I would like to see
something like that done someday."
Three Attend
SPICE Workshops
Three Dordt College professors, Hugh
Cook, Associate Professor of English,
Charles Adams, Assistant Professor of
Engineering, and Gerald Bouma, Associate
Professor of Music taught at the Summer
Program in Christian Education (SPICE)
workshops in Hamilton, Ontario for two
weeks in late June and early July.
The purpose of the annual SPICE
workshops is to increase teaching skills for
Christian school teachers.
Adams taught a science-teaching
workshop to elementary through high
school teachers. Bouma taught both in-
strumental music and band workshops to
elementary school teachers, and Cook
taught a Canadian Literature workshop to
junior and senior high school teachers.
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Letters from the Constituency
Dordt College received several letters
from constituency members expressing
their thanks for what the college has meant
to them and to their children. We at the
college wish to thank all faithful Cordt sup-
porters and to express our appreciation tor-
letters of this kind.
May 9,1981
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
My wife and I have just returned from
the graduation of Faith. We were much
impressed by all the events. Professor Nick
Van Til's most powerful statement needs
wide distribution. Rev. Hulst did a fine
presentation of the class text.
Wilma and I wish to take this occasion
to thank you for the excellent Christian
foundation you have given to Faith. It thrills
us and is an answer to our prayers. With
deep gratitude we express our thanks to
you, the faculty, and the entire institution.
Yours in Christ,
Rev. & Mrs. Dirk H. Aardsma
June 13, 1981
Dear Rev. Haan:
... As a father of two Dordt students I
wish to express my thanks to you and the
faculty and community at Dordt College. My
students, Gene and Lois, have never failed
to speak highly of Dordt College. My wife
and I are extremely grateful to God for their
depth of knowledge and thinking in the
Reformed faith. Some of this comes from
maturing, but I credit a lot of it to the fine






Professor of Chemistry, Dr. Russell
Maatman received a two-year, $13,000 grant
for his research in the area of chemical
catalysis. The Research Corporation, a
private concern, exists for those people
who need money for research. Maatman's
research involves studying catalysts and
how they function in chemical reactions.
This past summer, two Dordt students, Paul
Kleinwolterink from Hull, IA and Roger De
Weerd from Sioux Center, IA assisted
Maatman in the research. During the school
year, another Dordt student, Dale Wiersma,
from Madison, WI, also assisted Maatman.
All three students are seniors at Dordt
majoring in chemistry. The grant is used to
purchase equipment and chemicals, and




Dr. John B. Hulst
Dr. John B. Hulst. Vice-President for
Student Affairs, recently received his Doc-
tor of Theology degree from the Iliff School
of Theology in Denver, Colorado.
During the 1977-78 school year, Hulst
took a year's leave of absence to study at
Iliff. Since 1978, Hulst had worked on his
dissertation entitled "The Role Identity of a
College Pastor on the Campus of a Church-
Related College Viewed in Light of the
Reformed Principles of the Sovereignty of
the Social Spheres."
Hulst's dissertation work and his study
at the Iliff School of Theology was very in-
teresting and beneficial for him, he said.
"The things I studied better prepared me for my
work at the college and with students. Also,
it helped me to develop and expand my per-
spective on the task of the college and at
the same time, increased my appreciation
for the biblical Kingdom/covenant perspec-
tive.
Iowa Beef Processors Donates $213,000 in Equipment to Dordt
Buildings on the Cordt farm are near completion.
President of Iowa Beef Processors (IBP), Robert Peterson, an-
nounced, August 13, the donation of $213,000 in agriculture equip-
ment, machinery, and buildings to the Dordt College Agriculture
Stewardship Center.
According to KDCR radio, Peterson said he is especially pleased
that IBP is able to make the gift available to Dordt College in Sioux
County where so many cattle producing customers of IBP are
located. Peterson said he was confident the donated equipment
could be put to practical use by Dordt College in teaching good farm
management.
At a luncheon ceremony held Friday, August 14, at which the
college formally accepted the gift, the President of Dordt College, Rev.
B.J. Haan, and the Chairman of the Agriculture Stewardship Center
Board of Directors, Mr. John B. Broek, expressed appreciation to IBP
on behalf of the college, for the donation.
Said Broek, "We are thankful for this generous donation and the
vote of confidence from IBP in our ability to provide a first class
college-level, agriculture training program. The equipment and
machinery which has been donated is all needed at the Ag center."
Future plans for the Agriculture Stewardship Center call for the
development of animal husbandry facilities for dairy cattle, beef,
swine, and sheep over the next five to ten years, and for crop ex-
perimental plots. The dairy facility is presently under construction
and is about 60 percent complete, according to Broek. A shop and
maintenance center is also under construction and is about 90 per-
cent completed.
The college expects the dairy to be in operation by November 1
with 162 cows and another 150 yearlings and calves in the
replacement barn. According to lyle Grittets. Vice-President of
Development, 150 dairy cattle have already been donated by interested
dairyman throughout the constituency. He said the college hopes the




Early this summer, Dr. Joan Ringer-
wore. Associate Professor of Music, along
with Dr. Rudy Zuiderveld, of Illinois College
in Jacksonville, Illinois, lead a European
Study Tour to study ancient musical in-
struments dating from 1521-1973. Accord-
ing to Ringerwole, three Dordt stu-dents,
Laura Vander Windt, Bev Van Gelder, and
Cheryl De Bruin attended the tour. Members
of the tour played 18 different pipe organs
in Holland and Germany. Dordt sponsored
the tour, and Ringerwole said she hoped to
have future tours of this kind again.
Profs Conduct Workshop
Dr. Mike Vanden Bosch, Professor of
English, and Lillian Grissen, Instructor in
Journalism and English, conducted a three-
day workshop in Master Learning of
Language Arts August 10-12. The workshop




Dr. John Van Dyk, Professor of
Philosophy, attended the International
Medievil Conference at Western Michigan
University in Kalamazoo. Michigan in May
1981. Van Dyk presented a paper there on






Professor of Mathematics, Dr. Willis
Alberda attended two mathematically-
related events this past summer. June 3-6,
1981, Alberda travelled to Wheaton College
in Wheaton, Illinois for A Third Conference
on Mathematics from a Christian Perspec-
tive. The invited lecturer for this conference
was Dr. Vern Povtnress of Westminster
Theological Seminary.
June 22-26, 1981, Alberda attended
three short courses in Operations Research
sponsored by the North Central Section of
the Mathematical Association of America at
Winona State University in Winona, Min-
nesota. The three courses were Linear
Programming, Queueing Theory and
Simulation, and Dynamic Programming.·
Taylor's Article Published
The Duke University School of Law at
Durham, North Carolina is publishing an ar-
ticle by Rev. E.L. Hebden Taylor, Associate
Professor of Sociology, in the September
special issue of their journal Law and Con-
temporary Problems devoted to law and
religion. The fourty-page article is entitled
"Retribution, Responsibility and Freedom;
The Fallacy of Modern Criminal Law from a
Biblical-Christian Perspective," and
challenges the American legal profession to
reverse the present trends toward the
establishment of the "Therapeutic State."
Taylor has also recently been com-
missioned by the American Vision Cor-
poration of Atlanta, Georgia to write a book
on the Christian view of sociology.
Dordt College







Two natural science professors from
Dordt College traveled to Au Sable Trails In-
stitute this summer to develop course work
for Au Sable on an inter-disciplinary course
called Land Resources. Dr. Delmar Vander
lee and Professor Richard G. Hodgson
spent several weeks at the Institute located
on Big Twin Lake near Mancelona,
Michigan. The Institute, according to van-
der Zee, invites students as well as faculty
from 18 cooperating colleges. This is the
first summer that Au Sable has been open
to a larger collegiate audience, according to
Vander lee.
Faber Speaks
Dr. George Faber, Professor of
Education, presented a workshop with Dr.
Daryl Vander Kooi, Associate Professor of
Communications at the CSI·ASCA Ccnven-
tion held at Dordt College August 4·6. Their
workshop was entitled "Planning and Im-
plementing a Curriculum Study."
Faber also participated in the CSI
Science Writing Conference June 22- July
31 in Grand Rapids at the CSI headquarters.
While there, he wrote Food Chains, a third
grade science module, Magnetic Field Trips, a
sixth grade science module, and developed
a series of insect study cards.
Vander Mey Attends
Literature Conference
Randy Vander Mey, Instructor of
English, attended a conference called "A
Controversy of Critics," May 8-9 at North-
western University in Evanston, Illinois. The
conference was a national gathering o~
literary theorists and critics, featuring Rene
Girard, Murray Kreiger, Wayne Booth,
Hayden White, M.H. Abrams, and Paul
DeMan as major speakers.
Hulst Speaks in Africa
Dr. John B. Hulst, Vice-President for
Student Affairs, departed August 22 for Jos,
Nigeria in Africa. During his stay there, he
addressed the Hillcrest Retreat with three
lectures on the topic "A View from the
Christian Classroom." He also presented
two sermons at the Hillcrest Retreat.
Hulst presented four lectures at the
Christian Reformed Church Conference
also in Jos. Lecture topics included "The
Kingdom Come and Coming," "Variations
on the Millenial Theme," "Creation, Fall,
Redemption," and "Christ's First and
Second Coming."
While there,. Hulst was also shown
some of the mission stations.
